Blessed Beyond Measure!
 

Early this morning, before the sun came up, I could see through the shadows, fate glimpses of three or more men scurrying around, preparing forms for the new walls of the CRA World Prayer Center being constructed on the CRA grounds.  As the sun began to shine over the vast array of beautiful trees lining the property, it was not long before several other men joined the ‘army’ of workers preparing for the concrete trucks that would soon be arriving.  As I watched with thanksgiving coming from my heart to the Lord as well as great excitement for His goodness, I found myself to be completely at a loss of words to express to the Lord how I felt.  “Thank You!”  Oh!  Yes!  I was doing that, however I realized how puny and inadequate those two English words seemed to be.  With all God has been doing, along with what He is presently doing, I found myself sitting, speechless and quietly praying asking the Lord to look deep into my heart to see how my heart filled with gratitude, and praise to Him for His goodness to all connected with CRA.  And for all He has planned to do in this community!
 

Before long one concrete truck pulled into the CRA parking lot.  The driver, a big burly, strong-looking man climbed out of the cab and began to prepare the ‘shute’ for the cement to exit from the large turning barrel that was carrying “precious cargo” to build the CRA Prayer Center for ‘The Glory of the Lord’.  I remember saying something like, “Don’t let even a slight bit of cement be wasted…for all of it belongs to the Lord for this earthly temple being built and that He would receive all the glory and praise for everything that will take place within its walls.  Before long this heavy cargo in the trucks was being dispensed into the forms that had been set for a portion of the walls.  Not long thereafter his load had fully released from the ‘barrel’ and no sooner than that had taken place, a second truck filled with more cement rolled across the parking lot.  “Blessed Beyond Measure!” I stood like a kid peering into a candy store window…only with me the difference was great tears of joy flooding my eyes as I watched a ‘house for the glory of the Lord’ being built. 
 

As I opened my Bible I turned to the I Chronicles 28 when Solomon was instructed to build the Temple.  It was not long before my eyes seemed to almost be ‘glued’ to verse 9, which had recently been shared with Jeannie and I as a prophetic word from a man we cherish as one who walks closely with the Lord.  The verse reads, “…serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.”  As I reflected several times on this verse I recall saying to the Lord; “Lord!  I promise to serve you day and night, and to lift praises to You from this newly being built Prayer Center.  I also say to You, Lord, that each and every person who enters this place of prayer will enter with reverence, praise, and thanksgiving in their hearts to You; for You are a good and wonderful Father, merciful and gracious in all Your ways.”  I continued to read and was reminded of the second part of the prophetic word that had been given to us which was verse 20.  “Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God---my God---will be with you.  He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord.”
 

While I realize the temple that Solomon was building was so much more grand in size and elaborate in expense, none-the-less, this CRA Prayer Center ‘temple’ was being built to the glory of the Lord, and I knew that I knew in my heart that He was well pleased.  I Chronicles 29:2 & 9 reads, “Now for the house of my God I have prepared with all my might.  Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had offered willingly to the Lord…”
 

I Chronicles 29:11-14 continues on saying, “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth in Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head over all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and You reign over all.  In Your hand is power and might; in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  Now therefore, our God, we thank You and praise Your glorious name.  But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly as this?  For all things come from You, and of Your own we have given You.”
 

We truly are “Blessed Beyond Measure!”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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