Blessed to Be a Blessing!
 
Recently Jeannie and I, along with several CRA leaders were having dinner in one of our favorite restaurants in town when two couples entered and were seated by the hostess at a table nearby.  Almost immediately after sitting down, one of the men turned to me and spoke saying he was looking forward to a drink with his dinner.  I smiled without saying anything, and he then continued on asking; “How are you?”  I responded saying, “I’m blessed!”  He followed up by saying, “You’re blessed?”  Again I responded saying, “I’m blessed!”  “You’re what?” he said.  “I’m blessed!”  I said, for the third time.   He then asked me the question, “Do you drink?”  I responded, “No sir!  I don’t.”  He continued by saying, “Well!  I do.”  At that point I thought that was to be about all the conversation we were going to have.  Sometime later I excused myself from our table to walk to the restroom.  When I came back towards our table I passed by where this couple was seated and when I did the man looked up at me and asked, “May I ask you a question?”  I responded with the word certainly.  He then asked this question.  “Why did you feel it was necessary to tell me three times that you are blessed?”  With no sarcasm whatsoever, I answered, “Because you asked me three times how are you?”  His wife immediately jumped in, calling his name saying, “(name) he’s exactly right.  You did ask him three times how he was.”  I don’t mind saying that it was good to hear her speak up for me rather than defending his attitude.  He proceeded to inquire as to why I felt I was blessed, and I responded that because the Lord was good, His mercies are new every morning, and that I was thankful and blessed with all that God had provided for me.  My ‘new acquaintance’ then said, “Well!  I don’t feel very blessed.”  “You are!”  I said.  “You’re breathing, and that alone if nothing else shows how blessed you are.”  He then said, “Things are not always black or white!  There’s always the in between,” in which I smiled and said, “Then, my friend, I suggest that you’re reading the wrong book!”  It was then I walked to where our group was seated and to my now getting cold plate of Mexican food.  Oh well!
 
Have you ever been in a situation where simply saying to another person that “you’re blessed” seems to hit a raw nerve in them?  It does and can, you know!  But why?  First of all the word “blessed” is quite foreign to many, even a large number in the church today.  The word “blessing” has too often been stripped of its meaning and most people pay little attention to it anymore.  The world has trivialized the word blessing into little more than what they consider to be a word of courtesy as when someone sneezes, when in actuality is a word that is spoken which is closely related to the superstitious response of a “bless you” upon the one who “Ah-chooed!”  While I didn’t have any further contact with the man in the restaurant, had I have had more time with him I would have wanted to tell him that according to the Bible each person has one of two choices to make.  Just one example would be that out of the book of Deuteronomy 28, which tells the reader their one choice is to be blessed while their other choice is to choose to be cursed.  Unlike what the man in the restaurant said, things are without a doubt either black or white…blessed or cursed!  There is no in between, no matter how much we try to believe otherwise.
 
Today’s New International Version of Deuteronomy 11:26-28 reads, “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse, the blessing if you obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the Lord your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.”  The Message translation reads, “I’ve brought you today to the crossroads of blessing and curse.  The blessing if you listen obediently to the commandments of God, your God, which I command you today.  The curse if you don’t pay attention to the commandments of God, your God, but leave the road that I command you today, following other gods of which you know nothing.”   While we may not readily think it to be so, choosing anything other than the blessings of God is “following other gods of which you know nothing.”
 
The Apostle Paul said in I Cor. 2:9, “But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear hard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him.”  Too often the believer has been told that Paul’s words apply to the time after you’re dead and gone from this earth!  Not totally correct!  The desire of God is the same that He’s always had, and that is to bless His children with everything they need…both spiritual as well as with good things (blessings) of this life.  God has no desire whatsoever to withhold things from his family in order to “teach them a lesson” as some would say.  There’s no more truth in that kind of statement than there is for a parent to withhold or in other cases to put something terrible or burdensome on their children in order to teach them a lesson.  God is always hunting for opportunities to show forth His kindness and loving heart because “He delights in mercy.”  Consider with me for a moment that Father God has an ocean of His goodness stored up just waiting to be poured out in your life.  That is what the Bible teaches in Psalm 31:19, “Oh how great is Your goodness, which you have laid up for them that fear You; which you have brought about for them that trust in You…”
 
There’s no other way to live the life God has fashioned for us because we’re “Blessed to Be a Blessing!” 
    
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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