Do You Want Jesus to be More Real to You?
                                 
In 1st John 2:15 we find an interesting verse that when first read doesn’t resonate well with our natural and practical senses.  In the NKJV it reads, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  That verse in the Message translation reads, “Don’t love the world’s ways.  Don’t love the world’s goods.  Love of the world squeezes out love for the Father.  Practically everything that goes on in the world---wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important---has nothing to do with the Father.  It just isolates you from Him.  The world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way out---but whoever does what God wants is set for eternity.”  Now that really says it like it is!  Although the Apostle John’s name is not found in this book, it was given the title as the First Epistle of John, and there’s no mistaking what he was wanting to say about making the Lord first in every part of ones life.
                                 
Have you ever asked the question, ‘Why do people not love and obey the Lord?’  For those who are “sold out for Jesus,” they are left scratching their head when they consider this question.  Yet at the same time, we have all witnessed individual after individual who (even attempting to couch their words in spiritual terms), find excuse after excuse for not obeying the Lord in deed and action.  While most are not willing to utter the words, yet still, under their breath, or in their mind they often say, “He said what?”  “I’m expected to do what?”
                                 
In 2 Timothy 4:9 & 10 Paul the apostle was writing to Timothy which reads; “Be diligent to come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed…”  While we’re not told what Demas was up to, we are told that he left his post, and by way of his free will and choice, he chose to split from Paul as he pursued the ways of the world.  Today we see a similar pattern from many…some even pastors of churches who are willing to compromise the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by preaching and teaching a ‘warm, fuzzy, and more acceptable gospel’ which is not the Gospel at all!  Consequently in those churches we find the people sitting in the pews week after week become as the old saying:  “Like shepherd, like sheep!”  In John 12:42 & 43 Jesus said, “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed Him but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”
                                 
But I personally am not satisfied!  And, I don’t believe you are either!  We’re not satisfied staying the way we have been, or the way we are today!  As for me, I want to put my life in gear and get on with the things God desires for me to complete in the few short years I have left in this life!  How about you?  This past week an enclosed double trailer car hauler picked up our ’46 Ford Coupe to take it halfway across the United States to its new home in Branson, MO.  When the driver opened the rear compartment making provision to load the coupe, my eyes spotted an interesting vehicle on top.  Its bright and shining red paint sparkled under clear skies and near one hundred degree temperature.  Learning the drivers name was Mike, he said:  “Would you like to see what else is in the set of doubles?”  As he opened the sides, I realized I was now looking at a Maserati GL hardtop.  In front of it was another, almost identical red Maserati.  Below that Maserati was an absolute flawless and gorgeous black Aston Martin.  On the top tier and at the back was a coupe that resembled a Ferrari, however, it was not!  In fact neither of us were certain what it was!  While it carried an emblem stating its name, neither of us had ever heard of, nor recognized what it was, only knowing it was rare in deed.  Another ‘ride-along’ was a tricked-out black Mercedes four-door.  I said to Mike that I felt like our ’46 was a long way out of its league with the likes of those on board.  Mike said that the two Maserati’s were being delivered to a rather wealthy individual in Monterey, CA, while the Aston Martin was headed for Pebble Beach, CA and to its owner.  As I looked at this array of pieces of metal which easily could have been well over a $1,000,000 dollars, I wondered in my spirit if their owners new Jesus as Lord and Savior, or if they had written Him off, turning their back on Him, while placing their interest more in their cars?  I knew at that minute that if it were possible to get behind the wheel of one of these expensive beauties and claim it as mine, and trade in my relationship with Jesus; it wouldn’t take more than a breath to express that it was NO DEAL!
                                 
However, it’s often at times such as this that envy creeps in to our mind.  Envy of what another has, while we begin thinking of what we have not!  As innocent as it may seem, envy is actually the devil’s own poison which he designed to turn a person from being thankful for another person’s blessings, to envy and jealousy.  Envy sneaks in without announcing itself, and more often than not it slips in unnoticed for that moment.  For a believer, envy is not part of your spiritual nature.  The devil may try to dangle his bait on his hook in front of you, but you don’t have to bite!  If you do it will stop the plans of God in your life and it will stop the success bringing them to a halt that He has planned for your good.  It did for Demas, and it would have for me if I’d have made the choice to bite down on the devil’s hook of jealousy and envy of another’s success.   “Do You Want Jesus to Be More Real to You?”  Gal. 5:16-21 tells us how: “Walk in the Sprit, and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh…Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are…envy…”  
                                 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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