Yesterday is gone...Our ‘Today’ and All our ‘Tomorrows’ can be blanketed with God’s Love, Peace, Grace, Strength, Provision, Health…through Faith because of Jesus Christ!
May your New Year be filled with ‘All’ the blessings given by our heavenly Father!
 
To those who have already given towards ‘CRA Branson’, thank you!  For the others...it is not too late to get your Year-end financial gift in for 2010 contribution credit.  March 7, 2010 is the closing date on the property…and we want to thank EVERYONE for doing ‘their part’! CRA has 1/6th of the money needed to complete the ‘total purchase’. 
 
We have received ‘nothing’ but favorable comments!  Reports keep coming to us of the excitement amongst the CRA Family nationwide with what God is doing. Together we move forward in 2011!  
 
        ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~      
 
 
God Loves You!
                                       
You may be saying, Dale, I know that!  I’ve known that since I first attended Sunday School and learned to quote John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Most every one of us can quote that verse, however, the question is; do you really believe the truth of that verse?  Many folks have John 3:16 down in their memory bank, however, far too many have not come to a full realization of just how true, and how powerful, and personal those words truly are.  God loves you!  Here!  Read it again!  God loves you!  God loves you!  God loves you!  God Really Loves You!
                           
Why am I repeating this over and over?  It is because the enemy, the devil, has stolen the truth of those three words from so many.  He has whispered in their ear that they are not worthy of God’s love; that because of what they’ve done in past days and years; that because of the poor and bad choices they have made; the times they’ve turned away from what they knew was the Lord speaking to them; because…because…because, of this or that, they’re not worthy of His love. I know that God loves my pastor, my Sunday School teacher, my best friend, my neighbor…but there simply is no way that God could love me.  Not the me that I know!  There’s no way He would come through for me!  
                          
Please hear my heart speaking through the words on this page to every person reading this CRA Moment.  Don’t believe the lie of the devil!  It’s a lie!  He’s a liar!  The Bible tells us the devil is the father of lies, and that he was a liar from the beginning.  And, if you’ve been hearing words that God couldn’t possibly love you, then you’re hearing the voice of Satan himself.  God’s love is un-conditional, it’s everlasting, it’s never failing, and because of that and more, God loves you!  Even though your natural mind may not be able to come to grips with that truth, know that the Apostle Paul in his words didn’t speak anything 
but the truth when he said in Ephesians 3: 17-19, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is
the width and length and depth and height, to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”  Because of the love of Christ…the love of Jesus…God loves you!
                                             
Before Abram’s name was changed by God to Abraham, (meaning the father of many nations) Abram had worshiped the moon, even though the moon had certainly not done anything for him except shine.  But that which the moon did for him, the moon did for every other person and sinner on earth as well.  Yet, God loved Abram and looked at him seeing all he could and would become once he came into relationship with Father God.  Then there was a man named Saul, before his name was changed as well, only his to Paul, who later become the great Apostle Paul, and whose words were quoted earlier.  Before that time though, it was Saul who held and took care of the clothes of the ‘false witnesses’ who stoned Stephen for preaching and teaching about Jesus.  Saul had spent endless hours studying spiritual matters under a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who was held in respect by all the people.  Yet Saul soon became hamstrung by the letter of the law that he had learned, and while he outwardly tried to be obedient, failure soon showed up because it is impossible to serve the living God following nothing more than tradition.  Without a sincere love for God’s Word we’re doing little more than going through a system of one, two’s, and three’s that will surely wear us out and break us down.  Yet, like Abram, God loved Saul, and saw all he could become.
                                                
As Saul held the clothes of the “religious ones” while they were busy stoning Stephen to death, God, and His Son Jesus watched intently from heaven.  They not only didn’t miss one stone thrown upon Stephen, (and by who it was that had thrown each one) they also watched as Saul nodded his head in approval for each one thrown.  In one of her books, Beth Moore best described what took place with these her words:  “Can you imagine the alloy of emotions He (Jesus) must have experienced as he looked on these two key players in the kingdom of God?  One for Him; one against Him.  One covered in blood; the other covered by prayer shawls.  One who could not save himself from men; the other who could not save himself from sin.  One dead in body but alive in spirit; the other alive in body but dead in spirit.”  Now!  Don’t miss Beth’s last line!  “One loved by God; and the other loved by God.”
                                   
My friend, there is only one issue that will ever separate you from the love of God and forgiveness for your sins.  Jesus tells us exactly what that is in Matthew 6: 14-15, “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
                                     
Don’t let one more minute go by harboring un-forgiveness toward anyone.  Every person reading this CRA Moment, (as well as the writer) has been hurt; damaged by what we’ve thought is un-repairable; but that simply is not true.  If you will give that hurt, the pain, that damaged heart to the Lord, He will not only repair, but you will see that He can and will make things better than new for you this new year of 2011 that is quickly approaching.  Why would He do that?  It’s really quite simple from His standpoint!  It’s because, “God loves you!”
                                                     
Blessings & Happy New Year!
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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