►Due to the ‘CRA Annual Victory Conference’ taking place in So. California, there will be no CRA Moment Monday, February 7th.  Thank you for your understanding!
 
Just Be Available!
 
Here’s a test!  Do you remember these two people out of the Old Testament?  If so, what do you primarily remember about them (except both have interesting…better yet, strange as well as difficult to pronounce…names!)  Bezalel is mentioned in the Bible only eight times, all in the Old Testament, while Oholiab is mentioned only a total of five times. A few of the ‘newer’ translations, spell Oholiab’s name beginning with the letter “O” while the KJV, NKJ spell his name beginning with the letter “A.”   No matter, for both of these two, there is an interesting story line that will encourage someone reading this week’s CRA Moment.  If, by chance, you are not that one, just rejoice knowing there is someone reading the Moment, this very moment, whose life is being touched in a special way by the Holy Spirit, and they are about to receive great encouragement from God’s Word.
 
Are you a man or woman who has a difficult time believing that God could ever use you in any special way for His glory and His good?  Perhaps you look at yourself as ‘only’ a truck driver; a banker; a store clerk; accountant; Wal-Mart greeter; hairdresser; secretary; or some other ‘nine-to-five’ person, seemingly just grinding out another forty-hour weeks worth of just doing ‘stuff’!  Honestly now, are you a person who believes that only preachers, teachers, missionaries, singers, musicians playing in a worship group are the only people that are out there encouraging, leading, and witnessing to people?  If this is how you are thinking at this moment, be encouraged, and get ready to have your thinking adjusted for the good.
 
In the book of Exodus, chapter 36 and verse 1 as the New Living Translation reads:   “The Lord has gifted Bezalel, Oholiab, (Aholiab…my add in) and other skilled craftsmen with wisdom and ability to perform any task involved in building the sanctuary.  Let them construct and furnish the Tabernacle, just as the Lord has commanded.”
 
When it came time for Israel to build a Tabernacle in the wilderness, God Himself had handpicked two men to get the job done for the design that He desired.  The Lord had given the charge to these trusted two, who He knew could work with metal, wood, and stone.  At the same time, Aholiab also had the responsibility and duties of working with the important factor of the textile fabrics for the Tabernacle.  Looking back to the years they were in Egypt, the thought of them ever being used by God was the farthest thing from their mind.  Can you say…but God?  Then came the day when they were freed from Egypt and now found themselves about to be used by God for the important duties of being used to help in building the Tabernacle.
 
Consider these two as you think about your own situation as to what you are, at this very moment working at as an occupation.  When they were in Egypt they had no idea there was soon coming a day when the skills God had placed upon them would be used to help build a Tabernacle.  In fact, at the time they were in Egypt they didn’t even have a clue as to what a Tabernacle was!  However, when the time came for their giftings to be used and displayed, they were ready and available for the service of the Lord.
 
What we can learn from these two that is applicable to our lives?  It is this important truth; to make and take the very skills, talents and abilities, God has placed upon you to ‘Just Be Available’ for His use.  Because when we are faithful…He will use those gifts for His glory and His honor.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”  (Zechariah 4:6)

 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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