Keeping an Eye on Things!
                       
Growing up in a home parented and guided by my mother, grandmother, and grandfather, as well as one god-fearing uncle and aunt; I was unaware of what it was to have a ‘normal’ parenting situation with a live-in dad around and present.  While the faithfulness of the Lord took care of our basic needs, still, we had little that could be used for what the world offered as entertainment.  We knew little of what it was like to have enough “left-over” from the weekly budget to spend on extras such as movie’s, bowling, amusement parks as well as an occasional outing to play a round of miniature golf.  All the while, mom never failed to tithe back to the Lord the tenth of whatever she had knowing that after all it rightfully belonged to Him.  Later in my pre-teen years mom scraped up enough money to allow me to attend the Uptown Theater on Saturday morning, paying my 14 cent admission fee to watch a recent ‘flick’ of Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, Abbott & Costello, Ma & Pa Kettle, and Charlie Chan.  With a population in the U.S. at 132,122,000, unemployment in 1940 at 8,210,000, a national debt at $43 billion, and an average salary at $1,299.00, little was left for entertainment.  As I think of the age I am at this present time, it humbles me to think that in 1940 the average life expectancy for a female was 68.2 years, while that of a male was a mere 60.8 years.  Thank You Lord!  I’ve already far surpassed the years that a man would most generally live to see.  Along with a friend, we would set in the darkness of the theater awaiting the screen to light up, and the beginning short cartoons of Tom & Jerry, Bugs Bunny, or Woody Woodpecker, to fill our imagination until the “News of the World” in short would be shown.  W.W. II was in the news on a daily basis as the results of this war had changed the order of world power; and the U.S. and the USSR were becoming super powers.  Then, of course, followed the cold war as our world continued to change so rapidly while the rest of the world was “Keeping an Eye on Things” that were taking place.
 
Yesterday I was thinking about someone else who, at a particular time written about, was also “Keeping an Eye on Things!”  “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw (underlining mine) how the people put money into the treasury.  And many who were rich put in much.  Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, (a very small copper coin) which make a quadrans (a Roman coin).  So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood’.” (Mk. 12:41-44)
 
The one word “saw” which is used in Marks’ account is the word I want to focus on.  Not only does the Lord watch and see everything we do and every place we visit; others around us also are often watching and see.  Yesterday I went to a Missouri Inspection location to have one of our cars inspected in order to then be eligible for our Missouri plates.  As I sat in the waiting room awaiting the completion for the inspection, I laid a book down I had been reading and went to the car to retrieve another item.  When I returned to my seat in the waiting room, a lady who had been sitting there since I first came in spoke and said, “I see that you are reading a Christian book.  Do you go to church here in Branson?”  I told her that we did attend a local church when we were not somewhere across country in ministry, and until we begin services at the new location the Lord had provided for the CRA Ministries.  It was then we knew we had something very much in common…the things of the Lord and His Kingdom…following in which the Holy Spirit began to open up deeper conversation.  My new acquaintance began to tell me of the church she presently attended wherein I responded that particular church was also the one my wife and I, along with the present leadership of CRA Ministries attended when we were not somewhere across country ministering.  As she continued to talk she began to tell of a “nasty divorce” she was going through, knowing full well that the Lord had attempted to ‘speak’ to her heart four years ago that she was about to enter a “unequally yoked” marriage.  The Lord had graciously and lovingly watched from His vantage point of knowing all things, attempting to gently speak to her heart and give directions for future days.  However, because of the “abundance” of her then-to-be husband’s wealth, she ignored the leadings of the Lord.  While there was much more to our conversation, suffice it to say that I listened, offered encouragement where and when I could, reminding her that God still had a wonderful plan and purpose for her life.  Although she had said their lovely home in Point Royal in Branson West was up for sale, and her future as far as finances looked rather dark and dreary, I continued to remind her that even though her husband no longer felt love for her, God loved her and that His promise was that He would never leave her nor forsake her, and would never leave her alone.
 
Why do you suppose I chose to go first thing in the morning to have one of our cars inspected?  Do you not agree that it just might have been that Jesus was “Keeping an Eye on Things” knowing there was a fragile lady who needed someone to speak a word or two of encouragement?  I now encourage you to always have something in your hand…a Bible, a Christian book, or a CRA Gospel Tract wherever you go, because you just never know who it might be that is “Keeping an Eye on Things.”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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I Have a Prayer Request:

I Have a Praise Report:

As I ‘sow my seed’ according to the Word of God for Kingdom Work…I am believing God for a harvest in___________________.  We will ‘agree with you’ on your need.

CRAministries.org … donation button … MasterCard/Visa or you may call the CRA Office at 417-338-8537.

We can be assured that God IS Always faithful to His promises and our obeying His commands!

 
 
 
 
 
