THANK YOU for your encouragement and continued faithfulness in fulfilling God’s Vision;
the ministry you have partnered with!  You can follow the progress at CRAministries.org.
 
It has been a blessing to have many of you from across this great land stop
and visit the ‘new’ CRA facilities.
 
CRA is at 48% of the ‘entire’ vision amount. 
$274,000 is the amount remaining on the portion of the CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop & Museum
 
Under the Donation button on the website, there is a CRA Branson Vision Donation option:
You may invest/sow in to the ‘Vision’ at large or specifically the CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop bldg.  
God’s dividends are equal to none! 
*    *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

Living Beyond the Norm!
 
Norm?  What is norm, especially when one considers all that is taking place in today’s marketplace!  More often than not what is considered to be the “norm” is not ‘nor---mal’ for any individual striving to live by the principles of the Bible.  When the word normal is looked at from the dictionary’s explanation we find, among other explanations, this description:  “Living beyond what is typical; what is a widespread practice, procedure, or custom.”  Truthfulness is but one (but a very important example) for consideration as to “Living Beyond the Norm”!  Today, truthfulness is not an element that one can take for granted when hearing from another; listening to the news; watching TV commercials; or even reading certain books by well-known authors that are so easily found on shelves from Wal-Mart to the racks of a Christian Book Store.  While what has been said or written may be what the person conveying the message may think is truth, the real truth may be far from what has been said.  Isaiah 59:14 in the God’s Word translation reads, “Truth has fallen in the street, and honesty can’t come in,” while Jeremiah 7:28 says that “Truth has disappeared and vanished from their lips.”
 
Far too many, even of those who attend church on a regular basis have allowed the wrong of half-truths to come into their daily way of living.  As my grandmother taught me, a half-truth equals a whole lie.  Buying into the devil’s lie that a little of ‘this’ won’t hurt me, or that an off-color joke is OK since no four letters words were spoken, or that a little untruthfulness will be overlooked by the Lord because He knows I need to squeeze out a better financial sale.  Or, a little ‘fudging’ on my income tax won’t be so bad, because after all, look how the government has short-sheeted me!
 
The Apostle Paul wrote these words to the church at Colosse which are recorded in the book of Colossians 1:9-10 and verse 13 and 14:  “…Ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might according to His glorious power for all patience and longsuffering with joy…He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”   Then in chapter 4 and verse 16 Paul told those in Colosse that they were to read “this also in the church of the Laodiceans…”.  Those in the Laodicean church are the same ones that Jesus spoke to as recorded in the book of Revelation 4:16:  “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.  So then, because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  Because you say, I am rich, I have become wealthy, and have need of nothing, and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.”  That pretty well covers the bases of those who were NOT “Living Beyond the Norm!”
 
How is it we begin to live beyond the norm?  Here’s a quick four-step program of assurance.  Number one: Deut. 6:5 tells us that we are to “…love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.”  Many are discouraged and even depressed today as witnessed by angry drivers of cars that are being driven by angry, depressed people.  There’s at least three basic reasons that have helped get people in such a condition:  NBC!  CBS!  and ABC!  Turn it off!  Tune in to John 17:7 that help us see that it’s only the Word of the Lord that is truth.
 
Second:  Deut. 6:7 reads, “Teach them (God’s Word) diligently to your children and talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down and when you rise up.”  Ultimately it’s not the public schools, Christian schools, baby sitters, or Christian TV that is responsible for bringing up our kids and grandkids in the way of the Lord, but it is us as parents and grandparents.  
 
Third:  Deut. 6:12 warns us to “Beware, lest you forget the Lord…”  Why would we be told to “beware” unless there was a possibility of being a failure?  You and I are in a battle and need to re-read the instruction of Ephesians 6.
 
Lastly:  Deut. 6:24, “The Lord commanded us to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day.”  “The Lord” is NOT the ‘man upstairs!’  He’s God, The Creator of heaven and earth and everything in and on it!  Here’s a good study to undertake:  Begin to look at scripture on God’s glory; His Greatness; Knowledge; Love; Mercy; Power; Presence; Protection; Support, and His Uniqueness.  Once you have that down you’ll begin to find your “Living Beyond the Norm.”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
 
CRA Ministries Int’l
Christian Rodders & Racers Assoc.
Cruisin’ & Racin’ For Christ!
Phone 417-338-8537 ▪ Fax 417-338-8545
www.CRAministries.org ▪ cra@integrity.com
