Now This is a Mouthful…Heartful!
 
Paul was writing to a young man that he had taken under his wings and viewed as a son when he wrote these words recorded in 2 Timothy 3: “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come.  (That word perilous means stress.  Times of stress!)  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanders, without self-control, brutal despisers of good, traitors, unforgiving, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.”   
                       
However, we can be so very glad that Jesus had already spoken His words recorded in John 14:1:  “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.”  Vs. 27, “My peace I give to you; not as this world gives do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, (didn’t we just read those words in vs. 1?) neither let it be afraid.”
 
We live in a day of great problems.  They seem to surround us on every hand.  Problems that we allow to affect us as we complain about our job, cars (that we can’t afford to do all we desire to do to them) complaining about things of our home, and our need for a bigger garage.  Some complain about their spouse!  If only I had her as my wife…or him as my husband.  How often do we stop to consider the many who don’t complain about their job?  Why?  They don’t have one!  How about their cars?  No!  They don’t have one!  Their home?  Here again, the answer is no!  A bigger garage?  If a person lives in a tent, or in a cardboard box, it’s very likely they don’t even have a small garage to be concerned with.  In John 14 Jesus reminds us that no matter what any of us are going through, He offers and provides us His peace if we will reach out in faith to receive it.  But some would say, but I’ve got all these problems and I have no peace.  Does God really care?  Does He care for me?  Questioning God is nothing new…since early biblical times; men and women have entertained doubts about His heart, His attentiveness, and His intentions.  Here’s good news!  He’s not put off or intimidated by your questions.  He wants you to be real with Him, but He also wants to be real with you, and that means assuring you that He cares.  In hard times; in sickness, in fear; confusion, pain, and disappointment; in all these areas, and more, Jesus cares too much to leave you where you’re at.
 
David said in Psalm 142:3: “When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then you knew my path.  In the way I should walk.”  One of the ways God uses to help and encourage us, is to place certain people in our path.  Whatever you are today for God, is largely the result of people who have invested in your life.  Whether they were S.S. teachers, a youth minister, pastor, employer…all have impacted, molded and shaped you in to who you are today.  One man in particular who impacted my life was Harold Lass in San Jose, CA who gave me a job in his machine shop.  When I was going to Bible College, Harold allowed me to work and go to school to attend classes. Most importantly, he helped teach me the Word of God.  A great deal of what I learned about God and the Bible came from Harold.
 
You and I learn from others---either good things or bad things.  In Luke 11 we read of one who in the middle of the night got up to help his friend.  In contrast, and in James 4:4 we read about an example of a different friend.  James talks about a totally different kind of friend; he writes of such a person saying, “Whoever wants to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God.”  We’re to choose carefully those we hang with!  Contrary to this type of friend, when we choose the things, ways, and people of the Lord, you will find that amidst all the problems and evils of this present day, you will have peace.  Because Jesus said, “My peace I leave with you.”  Do you remember the movie Ben Hur?  One memorable part was when Ben Hur was thirsting and stooped down for water, a shadow appeared; a hand holding a ladle that scooped up water and handed it to Ben Hur.  Hur looked up and you just knew Whose face he was looking in to.  When you’ve looked into the face of Jesus you’re going to live beyond ordinary.  You’re going to live in peace and safety.  
 
How do we get started?  Proverbs 4 is a great beginning: “Hear the instruction of a father, and give attention to know understanding.  Let your heart retain my words; keep my command and live.  Hear and receive my sayings, and the years of your life will be many.  When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, and when you run you will not stumble.  Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; keep her, for she is your life.  Give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings, do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the mist of your heart; for they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh.  Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.”  (It determines the course of your life!)  “Let not your heart be troubled.  You believe in God, believe also in Me.”  (Underlining mine.)  Obey each ‘underline’ and you’ll find the peace you seek.
                 
Now “This is a Mouthful…Heartful!”
                    
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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