Willing – Obedience!
 
I recall reading about a dog that had been so well trained to obey his master’s command that he would sit, jump, fetch, lie down, as well as obey other commands.  Interestingly, this dog had never been mistreated, beaten, or, for that fact, even had his food taken away from him in order to train him in ways of obedience.  All this was accomplished by way of one four-letter word.  The word, LOVE!  This dog was loved into obeying the command’s of his master, whether by voice or by hand motion.  Love is the motivating factor for all of life.  When one truly loves, in God’s way, the natural reaction will be obedience.  One day there came a fire that swept through the backyard of the master’s house, and in a short while that fire overtook the doghouse burning it to the ground.  And yes!  The dog stayed put because even before the fire broke out, the dog’s master had given the command for him to stay in his house. 
 
At first you may say that is extreme, but is it, or is there a lesson there that some of us would rather not have to contemplate and consider?  Jesus said in John 4:34 “My food (nourishment) is to do the will (pleasure) of Him Who sent Me and to accomplish and completely finish His work” (AMP).  Willingness is one thing, but I say to you that we’re to enter into a new level of walking with God by faith, and the only way to do that will take place when a person truly develops an inner desire for obedience.  Jesus lived to obey His heavenly Father.  Stop for a moment to consider all that really meant to Jesus.  He knew that if He deviated even one iota from His Father’s plan, the Father’s entire plan for saving mankind would go down in a bust.  His plan would be defeated, no matter how much He wanted that plan to succeed. You may be thinking, ‘Oh well!  God would have had a backup plan!’  No, He didn’t!  Because He knew that He didn’t need any backup plan for He knew that His Son would willingly, obey out of His obedience.  The Father’s original plan was never in jeopardy!
 
How then, should we live?  If you were to be able to sit down with Jesus this very moment and have a heart-to-heart open talk, how would you answer this question?  First consider the fact that even before He was to ask the question, He knew whether your answer was to be true or un-true.  Here’s the question:  Are you willing to be obedient to whatever it might be that I would say to you?  How a person answers that question determines what things lay ahead.  Matthew 6:33 has never changed from the very first minute that Jesus spoke the words.  “Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  What things?  A few verses earlier provide that answer with such “things” as clothes, drink, food…all these, and much, much more.  Notice the word, “added” to you!  Not taken away!  That proves that your heavenly Father cares about His own.  God is saying, have no worry, no fret, no anxiety, because I am your Heavenly Father, and I know exactly what and all you need.  However, your part is to “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.”
 
Over these last three years or so, I have determined, unlike any other time of my life, to do that very thing.  I now find myself going to bed thinking of what I can do to please my Heavenly Father, and I awake with the first thing on my mind of what I can immediately do to please Him.  Willingly, out of obedience, having a prayer session with the One who watched over me during the night, and who never took His eye off of me for one minute during that night.  Then comes time in His Word in my morning devotions.  (Presently I have five different devotional books I use…if one is good, five have to be better, right?)   I want to tell you that you’ll be amazed as to how good your day will be when you choose to not put your things…breakfast, coffee, TV, newspaper, e-mail’s…or any other thing before your time with that very One who indeed did watch over you all night long.  What does it really matter if we grab our cup of coffee and then get into the word?  I’ll admit that in the grand scheme of things perhaps nothing, however, out of willingness and obedience it makes a ‘feller feel mighty good’ that I’ve put away any thing of the flesh in order to first “seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness…”
 
Why not, this first week of the New Year of 2011 give it a try?  Paul encouraged us in Romans 12:2 to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  In short it’s two words:  “Willing– Obedience!”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                               
Dale & Jeannie 
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