There is still an opportunity this 2011 to ‘be a blessing to CRA’ which enables the ministry to move forward in 
ALL that God has purposed and planned for HIS GLORY! 
Please have your gift’s postmarked no later than Dec. 31st for 2011 tax year contribution credit, OR you can go directly to craministries.org website 
and give your contribution online.
We encourage you to bless your heavenly Father with your gifts,
Rather than paying your uncle next April!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 
With Answered Prayer Comes Responsibility!             
 
Recently I read about a missionary who held evangelistic meetings in Africa, and during the course of the meeting a blind man miraculously received his sight.  When other missionaries returned to their “home base”, the miracle of the blind man receiving his sight was the talk of the day!  Interestingly, during some of the same meetings, many in the crowds accepted Jesus as their Savior, yet this seemed to receive ‘second billing’ in relationship to the blind man who received his sight.  
 
As I was thinking about this missionaries story, I thought back to many years ago…in the late 70’s…meeting and hearing Mel Tari as he shared about what, at that time was taking place in his home country of Indonesia.  Mel told of their group being directed by the Holy Spirit to travel to a village on the other side of a large river.  Asking one in their group (an American) his estimation of the rivers width at the place they were to attempting their crossing, the man responded, “About three hundred yards”.  Realizing the approximate depth at this location being between twenty-five to thirty feet, it was suggested they “bed down and wait until morning trusting that the river would recede some”.  It was then that Mel said they should pray, asking the Holy Spirit for wisdom.  As they did, the Holy Spirit revealed they were to move on and not wait because there were those on the other side who needed to hear the Gospel immediately.  Not tomorrow!  But now!  Mel and his group put their foot in the water, which quickly came up to their ankles.  Another step and the water was up to their knees!  Another step…and…the water (which was in fact twenty-five to thirty feet deep) miraculously, was not any higher than the last step.  The entire group walked across the three hundred yard expanse without getting wet above knee high.  As they were crossing the river there were others, not of their particular group who stood on the bank watching.  Seeing what had happened they soon ventured out into the water, and when the water quickly went over their heads they quickly retreated to the bank.  As for Mel and his ‘ministry’ group, after they crossed the river in only knee-deep water they soon arrived at the village where, after prayer and ministry from the Bible, a man was raised from the dead.  As they ministered the Good News of the Gospel, men, women, boys and girls accepted the call to follow Jesus.  Tell me!  Which was most important, the crossing of the water; a dead man raised up; or the miracle of salvation of the people?  The answer should be those who accepted Christ as their Savior.
 
In 2 Kings 20 we read the story of Hezekiah who was ‘visited’ by the Lord who told him to “Set your house in order, for you shall die; you shall not recover.”  Verse 2 and 3 tells us that “Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed” earnestly asking the Lord for healing.  Scripture tells us that God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and told him that he would live, and in fact would be given fifteen additional years to live.  What good news this was!  Or was it?  Lest we forget, with “Answered Prayer Comes Responsibility!”  “It’s important to be careful how, what, and who you pray for!”
 
While God gave Hezekiah what he had prayed for, look with me at what happened, or more importantly what didn’t happen in those extra fifteen years.  King Hezekiah’s prayer life holds a challenge as well as a warning for every believer.  Before Hezekiah’s sickness, and in his nation’s darkest hour, God performed a miracle, as we’re told in chapter 19.  However, in chapter 20 and 21, that power was misused; for Hezekiah had placed himself on a totally different platform with God.  God basically said, “Your time has come to die”, but Hezekiah responded, “No!  I want to live and have sons who will do mighty things; and as far as me, I have my best years ahead of me!”  Hezekiah interfered and the results ended up being what only God could foresee and what could have been prevented.  Martin Luther is quoted as saying: “Blessed is he who submits to the will of God; he can never be unhappy.  Men may deal with him as they will…He is without care; He knows that ‘all things work together for good’ for him.”  
 
Here’s a brief listing from the Amplified Bible of what took place the next fifteen years:  2 Kings 20:18; “And some of your sons who shall be born shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of Babylon’s king.”  Chapter 21:1, “Manasseh was twelve years old when he began his fifty-five-year (wicked) reign in Jerusalem.”  Vs. 3, “For he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal and made an Asherah…”  Vs. 4 “And he built (heathen) altars in the house of the Lord…”  Vs. 6, “And he made his sons pass through the fire and burned him as an offering (to Molech); he practiced soothsaying and augury, and dealt with mediums and wizards!  He did much wickedness in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger.”  Vs. 9, He “seduced” his people “to do more evil than the nations did whom the Lord destroyed before the Israelites.”  Vs. 14, The people became “prey and a spoil to all their enemies.”  Vs. 16, “Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood…”  Vs. 19 and 20 tells us of Amon, the son of Manasseh who also “did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done.”  
 
I thought back to the time when my step-dad accepted the Lord, which actually ended up being about two months before the Lord took him to his heavenly home.  I recall saying something like this to the Lord:  “Lord!  Why would this be the time for him to be taken?  We now have so much to share and talk about that we were never able to do before he accepted You as his Lord.  Not hearing an audible voice, I felt impressed of the Lord that He said words such as these:  “Your ‘dad’ accepted Me as Lord and Savior; however, in foreseeing his future days I could see that he would not stand strong enough in his spirit man to remain strong with that commitment.  Therefore it was better that I allow him to come home now…for if I didn’t, he would not withstand the worldly pressures and would succumb to the enemy’s fiery darts and tactics!”  My response was a big “thank You Lord!  For you know best and you do all things well” because “With Answered Prayer Comes Responsibility!”
 
As we enter this New Year…let’s not lose sight of the purpose of our life!  Have you had ‘one or many’ prayers answered?  “With Answered Prayer Comes Responsibility!”  We have an opportunity to begin afresh with the wisdom and understanding we obtain through the relationship we have in Christ Jesus!  
 
Happy New Year!
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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