Wrong Choices Produce a Bad Outcome!
 
Have you ever felt that it doesn’t matter how hard you try, much of what you attempt seems to turn out wrong? Most everyone at one time or another has felt that way.  If so, then two words often follow.  A person voices that what has taken place is chalked up as “bad luck.”  However, that’s simply wrong!  There’s no such thing as luck, either good or bad ever used or mentioned in the Bible…not one time!  If that’s a saying you’re accustomed to voicing, then it’s time to stop saying that any longer.  It’s not luck that determines how things of life turn out; it’s choices.  It’s really quite simple!  When we make good choices, things will go well, and when we make bad or poor choices, things are going to go wrong.  Decisions made that do not align with the Word of God; wrong words spoken; all are the results of making poor choices.  Remember the story in Mark 4 when the disciples and Jesus were in the boat and a fierce storm came up?  If you’ve ever been in a boat in the middle of a lake and saw water coming in where no water should be, you’ve felt the panic that so easily sets in.  
 
The one thing the disciples didn’t do was the one thing that they should have done.  They didn’t say one word to Jesus until their panic set in, even though He was right there in the boat with them.  Not one time did they call on His power to help until the boat was almost full of water, as they feared sinking!  They had made a wrong choice!  As experienced fishermen they did most everything to ‘save the day and their own skin,’ yet calling on Jesus didn’t even enter their minds until they were about to go down.  Many a believer today makes the very same mistake.  While they have Jesus “with them” in the middle of their situation, they are determined to depend upon their natural responses to get them through.  When the storms of life come, and you’re facing a life-threatening situation, it’s best to do your part!  Drop the fear and get hold of a bucket in one hand, and with the other hand lifted to the Lord, begin to call out to the One who holds the ‘answer’ to getting you through your situation and your fear, thanking Him for His protection and oversight of whatever it is you’re going through.  Ps. 23:4, “Yea, though I walk through the VALLEY of the shadow of death, I will FEAR no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.”  (Caps mine).  You’re going “THROUGH!”  When you make right choices, God is faithful to do His part to see you through!
 
We see this truth in Nehemiah chapter 4 with the story of the wall Nehemiah had instructed to be built, and how the workers were directed to defend it against their enemies.  “Those who built the wall and those who bore burdens loaded themselves so that everyone worked with one hand and held a weapon with the other hand.  And every builder had his sword girded by his side, and so worked” (Amp Ver. vs. 17-18).  Verse 20, “Whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there.  Our God will fight for us.” That is what our position is to be…with one hand we work doing our part, and with the other we hold our “weapon”, the Word of God, because The Word of God is much more than just a leather bound, black, grey, or brown colored covered book that we carry under our arm to church on Sunday while leaving it lay on the coffee table the rest of the week.  It’s also way more than even the wonderful true stories found in its pages.  The Bible is what God not only has said, but it is what He has to say to you this very day.  That means if you are believing God for something particular, (and there’s scripture to support what you’re believing for) then based on His Word you can be assured that He is going to keep His word to you.  He won’t fail you!  There is no fear as He’s right there in the boat with you, and all He has to do is speak the word to make all things right. 
 
Isaiah 35:4 reads, “Say to those who are fearful hearted.  Be strong, do not fear!  Behold, your God will come and save you.”  Yet many simply end up doing little because of fear.  General George Patton once told of a military leader he met at the height of World War II.  The leader praised General Patton for his courage, and Patton replied, “Sir, I am not a brave man.  The truth is, I am an utter, craven coward.  I have never been within the sound of gunshot or in sight of battle in my whole life that I wasn’t so scared that I had sweat in the palms of my hands” Years later in his autobiography Patton wrote, “I learned very early in my life never to take counsel of my fears.”  There are few things in this life that test a man’s courage like fear.  During times of fear, a man’s faith is put to its most honest test. 
 
More times than not, a person’s future outlook is being overshadowed by fear that has been stored up in a person’s heart from past things.  But when a person depends upon the Lord’s counsel, then it’s not dictated by past history of what was done, or not done, nor is the future even determined by present circumstances.  Every individual’s future is determined by one person alone!  You!  Your future is, this very moment, being determined by way of your choices.  In Psalm 32:8 the Lord says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.”  Psalm 48:14 says, “For this is God, our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even to death.”  Psalm 78:52-53, “But He made His own people go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock; and He led them on safely, so that they do not fear; but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.” 
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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